
What type of ministry and what characteristics of the Holy Spirit are taught in today’s devotional?
Why is it important to understand these things about the Holy Spirit?
What significance does this teaching about the Holy Spirit have in your Christian life?

For centuries there’s been confusion about whether the Holy Spirit is just an influence or a person of the
Godhead. Even Seventh-day Adventist have been confused on this matter. However, scripture reveals that
the Holy Spirit is a Person, no just God’s influence.

When Luke describes Christ’s baptism he shows how both and Father and the Spirit were present. (Luke
3:22-23) “How when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and
praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him,
and a voice came from heaven, which said, thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased.” We see
here that the Holy Spirit is represented as distinct from the Father and Jesus.

When Jesus was about the leave his friends and return to heaven, he promised to ask the Father to send
the Holy Spirit to the disciples: “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he
may abide with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him
not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth in you, and shall be in you” (John 14:16-18). Once
again, we see the Holy Spirit considered to be distinct from the Father and the Son.

The Bible also reveals that the Holy Spirit has the qualities of personhood. For example: He speaks not just
influences: God sent Philip to teach the Ethiopian treasurer: “Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and
join yourself to this chariot” (Acts 8:29). After God gave Peter a vision to instruct him not to call anyone
“common or unclean,” he told him that he was sending men to take him to the house of Cornelius (a
Gentile): “While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. Arise
therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them” (Acts 10:19-20).

Jesus spoke often of the Holy Spirit, indicating one of His major functions was to teach. All of us have had
great teachers who we developed a relationship with as a person. Concerning the work of the Spirit, Jesus
said, “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whose the Father will send in my name, he shall teach
you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you” (John 14:26). As
with our human teachers, the Spirit instructs us through His writings, using prophets as His writers. “For the
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost” (2Peter 1:21).

Paul tells us that it is the Spirit who provides us with gifts to minister to his Church. 1 Corinthians 12:4. There
are different spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit gives them. 5. There are different ways of serving, and yet the
same Lord is served. 6. There are different types of work to do, but the same God produces every gift in
every person. 7. The evidence of the Spirit's presence is given to each person for the common good of
everyone.
1 Corinthians 12:11. There is only one Spirit who does all these things by giving what God wants to give to
each person.

In life, and “influence” does not give us gifts. No, it is a person who gives gifts to us. And so it is with God. He,
the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Godhead, gives precious gifts to believers in Jesus Christ. He is
distinct from the Father and the Son, and yet they are all one in unity with each other.

Personal Reflection and Discussion

DAY 7: THE HOLY SPIRIT, A PERSON - Pt 1



What type of ministry and what characteristics of the Holy Spirit are taught in today’s devotional?
Why is it important to understand these things about the Holy Spirit?
What significance does this teaching about the Holy Spirit have in your Christian life?

Fill you with the Holy Spirit;
Bring revival in your life and church;
Help you better understand the Holy Spirit and His ministry;
Hear your prayer on behalf of those on your prayer list.

In yesterday’s devotion we learned there are several biblical statements about the holy Spirit that indicate He
is a Person of the Godhead, not simply an influence. Today we look even further into this biblical truth as we
find more information about the Holy Spirit that guides our understanding of His great work. Throughout
the New Testament, we read of the Holy Spirit directing the apostles’ ministries and the work of the church.
One clear example of this is when the Gentles began to be called into the church. This lead to a major
controversy because the Christian leaders (who were initially Jewish) needed to know what were the
requirements for the new Gentile believers. You see the disciples originally thought that the gospel was for
the Jews only. But now it seemed God was doing something new. God even had to send Peter a vision
showing him that the Gentiles were not unclean before sending him to Cornelius’s home.

Jesus taught this same truth when he said, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men unto me”
(John 12:32). He pushed this truth further when he told his followers before going back to heaven, “Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost” (Matthew 28:19). So in order to deal with this controversy, the church leadership had a meeting in
Jerusalem. Concerning the guidelines of requirements needed to join the church, James stated, “For it
seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things”
(Acts 15:28). Again, we see there the third person of the Godhead leading His church.

The Holy Spirit directed every aspect of the advancement of the gospel. We read of His direction in Paul’s
ministry in Acts: 

GWV Acts 16:6. Paul and Silas went through the regions of Phrygia and Galatia because the Holy Spirit kept
them from speaking the word in the province of Asia. 7. They went to the province of Mysia and tried to enter
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus wouldn't allow this. 8. So they passed by Mysia and went to the city of Troas.
9. During the night Paul had a vision of a man from Macedonia. The man urged Paul, "Come to Macedonia to
help us.” 10. As soon as Paul had seen the vision, we immediately looked for a way to go to Macedonia. We
concluded that God had called us to tell the people of Macedonia about the Good News.

In Acts we also read about how many Christians sold their property and gave the proceeds to the apostles for
the work of the church. However, Annanias and his wife Sapphira lied to Peter about the amount that they
sold their property for. Peter pointed out that this sin was actually a sin against, not him, not even the
church, but the Holy Spirit. Acts 5:3 Peter asked, "Ananias, why did you let Satan fill you with the idea that you
could deceive the Holy Spirit? You've held back some of the money you received for the land. Later his wife
came and spoke the same lies. Peter was promoted to respond to her deception thusly, “Then Peter said to
her, "How could you and your husband agree to test the Lord's Spirit?" (Acts 5:9). Only a person can be lied to.
No one has ever lied to an influence.

So then the Bible clearly shows us that the Holy Spirit is a person - the Third Person of the Godhead. He
speaks, He is a teacher, He can be grieved, He can be lied to, and He directs and comforts those who are
following Jesus.

Personal Reflection and Discussion

Ask God to:

DAY 8: THE HOLY SPIRIT, A PERSON - Pt 2



In today’s devotional we will peruse some quotes by Ellen White on the Holy Spirit being a
member of the Godhead and an individual Person, not just an influence.

 “The eternal heavenly dignitaries — God, and Christ, and the Holy Spirit — arming them [the
disciples] with more than mortal energy,… would advance with them to the work and convince
the world of sin….
 … We need to realize that the Holy Spirit, who is as much a person as God is a person, is walking
through these grounds (Evangelism p. 616).

The Holy Spirit is a person, for He bearers witness with our spirits that we ar ether children of God.
When this witness is borne, it carries with it its own evidence. At such times we believe and are
sure that we are the children of God….

 The Holy Spirit has a personality, else He would not bear witness to our spirits and with our spirits
that we are the children of God. He just also be a divine person, else he could not search out the
secrets which lie hidden in the mind of God. “For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the
spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.”…

 … The prince of the power of evil can only be held in check by the power of God in the third
person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit….
 … We are to co-operate with the three highest powers in heaven, — the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, — and these powers will work through us, making us workers together with God
(Evangelism, pp. 616, 617).

“Christ determined to bestow a gift on those who had been with Him and on those who should
believe on Him, because this was the occasion of His ascension and inauguration, a jubilee in
heaven. What gift could Christ bestow rich enough to signalize and grace His ascension to the
mediatorial throne? It must be worthy of his greatness and His royalty. Christ gave His
representative, the third person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit. This Gift could not be excelled
(Christ Triumphant, p. 301).

“The Spirit was given as a regenerating agent, and without this the sacrifice of Christ would have
been of no avail. The power of evil had been strengthening for centuries, and the submission of
men to this satanic captivity was amazing. Sin could be resisted and overcome only through the
mighty agency of the Third Person of the Godhead, who could come with no modified energy, but
in the fullness of divine power. It is the Spirit that makes effectual what has been wrought out by
the world’s redeemer. It is by the Spirit that the heart is made pure. Through the Spirit the believer
becomes a partaker of the divine nature. Christ has given His Spirit as a divine power to overcome
all hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil, and to impress His own character upon His
church” (The Desire of Ages p. 671).

DAY 9: THE HOLY SPIRIT, A PERSON - Pt 3



The Old testament prophets foretold the coming of Jesus, the Messiah, through the Holy
Spirit’s revelation to them. Peter stated in 2 Peter 1:21 “For the prophecy come not in old time by
the will of ma: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” The preheat
wrote about the come ing the Messiah in Isaiah 42:1 saying, “Behold my servant, whom I
uphold; mind elect, in whom my soul delighted; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring
forth judgment to the Gentiles.”

Every aspect of Jesus’ life here on earth was guided and directed by the third person of the
Godhead. When it came time for the Messiah to be born, the Holy Spirit brought about this
amazing event. “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was
espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost”
(Matthew 1:18). Jesus taught spoke in accordance with the guidance of the Spirit. “For He whom
God has sent speaks the words of God, for God does not give the Spirit by measure” (John 3:34,
NKJV). And Jesus’ amazingly powerful ministry to the people was empowered by the Holy
Spirit: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to
the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives,
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set the liberty them that are bruised, to preach the
acceptable year of the Lord” (Luke 4:18, 19).

The Word of God tells us that not only does the Holy Spirit live in Jesus, but also the entire
Godhead: “For in him dwellers all the fulness of the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9). It’s no
wonder then that Jesus had the confidence to state, “The words that I speak unto you I speak
not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me he doeth the works” (John 14:10). Jesus knew
that within Himself the entire government of Heaven lived and dwelled. He was full of the
presence of the Godhead. Jesus was quite literally a walking, moving, breathing Temple.

Jesus received the anointing, or the infilling, of the Spirit at His water baptism, which enabled
the Father to speak and minister through Jesus: “Now when all the people were baptized, it
came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, and the
Holy Ghost descended in bodily shape like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven,
which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased” (Luke 3:21, 22). This is what we
all desire for the Father to say to us. And He does when we pray for, ask, and receive His Holy
Spirit. What was it that caused the Father to declare that He was pleased with Jesus? It was
that Jesus was willing to receive the Spirit of God fully into His life of ministry and suffering.

After His infilling, notice how Luke describes Christ’s ministry: “And Jesus being full of the Holy
Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led bye the Spirit into the wilderness…. And Jesus
returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through all
the region round about” (Luke 4:1, 14). 

DAY 10: THE HOLY SPIRIT AND JESUS - Pt 1



What type of ministry and what characteristics of the Holy Spirit are taught in today’s
devotional?
Why is it important to understand these things about the Holy Spirit?
What significance does this teaching about the Holy Spirit have in your Christian life?

Fill you with the Holy Spirit;
Bring revival in your life and church;
Help you better understand the Holy Spirit and His ministry;
Hear your prayer on behalf of those on your prayer list.

This once again shows us that Jesus’ ministry was indeed directed by the Holy Spirit. Peter
acknowledges this truth when he says in Acts 10:38 “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were
oppressed of the devil; for God was with Him.” Jesus’ ministry was marked by preaching,
teaching, and healing all manner of diseases and headaches. This is the ministry of the Holy
Spirit. 

Jesus knew the absolute necessity of the Holy Spirit’s presence in the life of the believer.
The Holy Spirit is also needed for God’s work to advance on the earth and to prepare the
way for Christ’s second coming. This is why Jesus stated in Luke 12:49, NKJV) “I came to
send fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled.”  It was his cousin John the
Baptist who clarified what Jesus meant by ‘fire’ when he said, “I indeed baptize you with
water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am
not worthy to bear; he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire” (Matthew 3:11).
The “fire” that Jesus desired to see kindled in the earth was the power of the Holy Spirit.
This great outpouring of “fire” became available on the Day of Pentecost. From that day
forward, the early rain baptism power of the Spirit has been available to every disciple of
Christ to carry forth the Gospel to the world and complete God’s work in preparation for
Christ’s second appearing.

Personal Reflection and Discussion

Ask God to:

DAY 10: CONTINUED...



We saw yesterday that the Holy Spirit was intimately involved in Jesus’ life and ministry. He
was born according to the Holy Spirit. He was anointed, filled, with the Spirit at His water
baptism. He ministered in the Power of the Spirit. His preaching, teaching, and deliverance
ministry were all performed by the Holy Spirit ministering through Him. And yet, another
aspect of Jesus’ life on earth was the victories He gained over every temptation Satan
confronted Him with. Jesus was called to live a sinless life so that he could become our
spotless Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. This is why His life was
characterized by the Filling of the Holy Spirit.

Even as Jesus’ birth was brought about by the power of the Holy Spirit, so it was also the Holy
Spirit who raised Him from the dead after His crucifixion. Paul declares this in Romans, and
Peter confirms it in his first letter. “But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by
his Spirit that dwelleth in you” (Romans 8:11). “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but
quickened by the Spirit” (1 Peter 3:18).

Jesus longed for the Holy Spirit to be poured out upon the earth to rest upon all flesh
(humanity) with great power. He desired this because He understood the absolute necessity of
the Holy Spirit’s presence in order for God’s work to  impact the lives of men and women. The
Holy Spirit is necessary for God’s work to advance in this world and prepare the way for Christ’s
second coming. For this reason, Jesus Wass extremely desirous for the Spirit to be powerfully
present in our world. This is why he stated in Luke 12:49 “I came to send fire on the earth, and
how I wish it were already kindled.” The “fire” that Jesus longed to see fill the earth was the fire
of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus gave a wonderful promise to the disciples shortly before He was taken and crucified:
“And I will pray Father, and he shall give you another comforter, that he may abide with you for
ever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it teeth him not, neither
knoweth him: but ye know him; for the dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” (John 14:16, 17).

DAY 11: THE HOLY SPIRIT AND JESUS - Pt 1



What type of ministry and what characteristics of the Holy Spirit are taught in today’s
devotional?
Why is it important to understand these things about the Holy Spirit?
What significance does this teaching about the Holy Spirit have in your Christian life?

Fill you with the Holy Spirit;
Bring revival in your life and church;
Help you better understand the Holy Spirit and His ministry;
Hear your prayer on behalf of those on your prayer list.

This promise of the Spirit was fulfilled at Pentecost. Jesus knew it would be some time
before the Holy Spirit would be poured out on His followers, so He gave them a temporary
endowment of the Spirit to strengthen them until that time. John records this for us: Then
the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where
the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and
saith unto them, Peace be unto you. And when he had so said, he shewed unto the his
hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. Then said Jesus to
them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. And when
he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost
(John 20:19-22).  

Jesus gave two other promises in John 14 related to Pentecost. In verse 18 he said, “I will not
leave you comfortless: I will come to you.” Jesus wants to come personally to us today. How
does he do that? It is though the power of the Holy Spirit, which has been available since the
Day of Pentecost. The Second promise was that Jesus said the Father would also come and
dwell in the believer. When speaking of the Father, Jesus said, “If a man love me, he will keep
my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode
with him” (Verse 23). Jus as the Godhead dwelled in Christ, so also the Godhead dwells in the
Christian. The Christian is truly the Temple of God (1 Corinthians 3:16).

Personal Reflection and Discussion

Ask God to:

DAY 11: CONTINUED...



Good morning! God has been good over the last few days hasn’t He? Today I would like to
share with you two great events in the Bible that I believe will help us characterize who
the Holy Spirit is and what His work is all about. We have learned in previous devotions
that it is the Holy Spirit, and it is ONLY the Holy Spirit that gives life in the entire universe.
It is also the Holy Spirit who is the active agent within the Godhead of accomplishing
God’s work in the world.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
When God called Moses to his special mission of leading the people out of slavery in
Egypt, God spoke to him at the burning bush. This is what He said to Moses: “And God
said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of
Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you” (Exodus 3:14). Moses, you can tell the people that I AM
called you and sent you to deliver them unto me.

Another time when Jesus was speaking to the Jewish leaders, He said about Himself,
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I AM” (John 8:58). The Old Testament
prophet Isaiah confirmed that Jesus was God come in the flesh when he stated, “Behold, a
virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us” (Matthew 1:23). Yes, Jesus was the
Old Testament I AM God who revealed Himself to Moses and led Israel out of Egyptian
bondage. The prophet Nehemiah described a great event of the I AM giving the Ten
Commandments on Mount Sinai in his book: 

NKJV Nehemiah 9:11. And You divided the sea before them, so that they went through the
midst of the sea on the dry land. And their pursuers You threw into the deep, like a stone
into the mighty waters. 12. And You led them in the day by a cloudy pillar, and in the night
by a pillar of fire, to give them light in the way in which they should go. 13. And You came
down on Mount Sinai, and spoke with them from Heaven, and gave them right
judgments and true laws, good statutes and commandments. 14. And You made known
to them Your holy sabbath, and commanded them commandments, statutes, and laws,
by the hand of Moses Your servant.

Notice the term, “by the hand” here. Moses wrote in Exodus and Deuteronomy of how
God gave the Ten Commandments to him: “And he gave unto Moses, when he had made
an end of communing with him upon mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables of
stone, written with the FINGER OF GOD” (Exodus 31:18). “And the Lord delivered unto me
two tables of stone written with the FINGER OF GOD; and on them was written according
to all the worlds, which the Lord spake with you in the mount out of the midst of the fire
in the day of the assembly” )(Deuteronomy 9:10).

DAY 12: THE HOLY SPIRIT AND GOD’S COMMANDMENTS



What type of ministry and what characteristics of the Holy Spirit are taught in today’s
devotional?
Why is it important to understand these things about the Holy Spirit?
What significance does this teaching about the Holy Spirit have in your Christian life?

Fill you with the Holy Spirit;
Bring revival in your life and church;
Help you better understand the Holy Spirit and His ministry;
Hear your prayer on behalf of those on your prayer list.

THE CREATION OF MAN
In the creation of the world, we are told that Good spoke all things into existence except for
the creation of Adam (Genesis 1:1 - 31). Humanity was a special creation made by God in His
own image (vis 26, 27). God’s image refers to His character. Adam then was created to live
out God’s character in the earth and pass this character on to his descendants. But we
know that instead, Adam sinned and eventually passed down his own character to his
children. (Genesis 5:1 - 3). 

There seems to be a correlation between these two great events. God personally took the
time to write out the ten commandments with his own hand (finger) on the two tablets of
stone. But before that, He uniquely created human beings by personally forming them
from the dust of the ground, creating them to represent God’s character and image. Adam
was intended to represent God’s character as a living being, and the Ten Commandments
are a written representation of that same image, or character, of God. So you may be asking
yourself, where was the Holy Spirit in these two great events? Well, we know that it was the
Holy Spirit who gave life to Adam because He is the only active agent of the Godhead who
does that. And concerning the Ten Commandments, we learn from Jesus that it was the
Holy Spirit who wrote them on the two tables of stone. In Matthew Jesus says He casts out
devils with the Spirit of God: “But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, the the kingdom of
God is come unto you” (Matthew 12:28). In Luke, He said He cast out devils with the FINGER
of God: “But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God is come
upon you” (Luke 11:20). Therefore, we can see that Jesus equated the Spirit of God with the
finger of God. And we can conclude that it was the Third Person of the Godhead who wrote
the Ten Commandments on tables of stone.

Personal Reflection and Discussion

Ask God to:

DAY 12: CONTINUED...


